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Introduction
What are things? 
They are static objects, as opposed to living (and dying) beings, and as such will 
outlive people. Why does man need things? Of course they organize us and make 
us comfortable. But they also help us to forget our mortality, from which we have 
taken great pains to distance ourselves. Animals don’t have that luxury and there-
fore are by default in survival mode. Possessing things would just hinder them from 
escaping death. 

Throw-away society
Then why aren’t we satisfied with the things we have, but always want them “new 
and improved”? The capitalist lifestyle is based on a large supply and demand. It 
produces new products and then seduces us through marketing to think we want or 
need them. Buying things satisfies our emptiness temporarily but then we need a 
new, better toy. Hence the rapid turnover. Things are thrown out before their use is 
up, to buy new things. This creates a wasteful, throw-away society. But people also 
feel guilty about wasting the old, so they “gift” it by putting it on the street for some-
one else to use. The thrown away objects are thus given new life. 

Absurdity
However, people often put furniture on the street that obviously has no further use. 
Sofas and armchairs will get rained on and often look worn out, tables are broken. 
Who would take a disassembled wardrobe and try to reassemble it, only to find that 
parts are missing or broken? This disingenuous form of gifting is actually a burdon 
on public space, leaving removal to someone else or to taxpayer money. What su-
perficially seems like a generous act is actually laziness and stinginess to have it 
removed. If they can afford a new sofa, they must be able to afford to dispose of the 
old one. This is not what is meant by sustainability.

The value of things. 
This trend book is to make the public more aware of their surroundings as they move 
through public space. As I move through public space, I am often struck by the ab-
surdity of furniture standing around inappropriately. I want to breathe new life into 
these awkwardly located objects. I want to express that this rubbish still has pride 
and value. Changing the point of view from the anthropocene to that of the objects 
and what they might want: an old mattress that dreams of a beautiful woman relax-
ing on it, or a stove being used by a 5-star chef, or a carpet that is walked on by mov-
ie stars. In these pictures, the things have a dream of a new use, a new meaning.    

Kathryn Nussdorf
Berlin, March 2021
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